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Albert the Alligator decided to celebrate the 
fact that there were only 234 days until his birth- 
day, so he packed himself a tremendous picnic 
bosket. 

First he thought he would invite all his friends 
to the picnic He put Pogo Possum's name on a list 
and then, think as he might, he couldn't recall 
another friend. So, deciding that Pogo would 
make a pig of himself ond get sick, Albert saved 
Pogo's health and well-being by unselfishly cross- 
ing Pogo's name from the list. This knocked the 
starch out of the list and Albert went off without 
being hampered by a lot of hungry friends and rela- 
tives. 

After he had been hiking for all of seven minutes 
he felt fomt and knew that death wos not more 
than another eighty years off unless he hod food. 
He staggered into the shade of o huge oak and tied 
a napkin around his neck. 

At that moment there come a pattering of feet, 
but palmettos grew thick along the rood and Al- 
bert was unable to see who might be coming, 
Quickly, he hid his lunch basket behind o tree. 
"One never knows whether the next acquaintance 
might be friend, foe or famished!" thought Albert. 

This trashing around in the underbrush attract- 
ed the attention of Fanciful Fox, for it was his foot- 
steps Albert had heard. 

Fanciful quickly hid his own lunch basket. Ho, 
too, wos on his way to a picnic ( in honor of his birth- 
day being only 1 67 doys away). Then Fanciful trot- 
ted forward and smirked when he sow Albert look- 
ing out from behind a tree. 

Albert still wore his napkin and Fanciful wos 
hastily trying to swallow a piece of Gingerbread. 
Eoch KNEW that the other wos hiding something 
from him. 

"Albert," said Fanciful, "I've been thinking thot 
I can hold my breath longer than anybody in the 
world. I'll bet I can stay under water longer than 
you." 

"I'll bet you can't," said Albert with glea, be- 
cause anybody knows thot an Alligator can hold his 
breath till the cows come home even if they come 
CONTINUED Oft INSIDE BACK COVER 
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6-SAY! WE'BEAi-ONS Vy-YES! W-WEM 
WAV CGOM HOME. nOOtjAs-SCNE P P «" 
LAW8,-^T7"7 ;r; ? :: S^K5&l. EN006M 




MAvy HAW, HAW! THOSE BONEHEAD5 Think 
I'M STILL AHEAD QC 'EM. 




]6AVI 1 HAVE AN IDEA! NOW TUAT ONO-E ) 
iviSGilv IS AWAY FBCW MOME-^/ 




WMAT'S TO KEEP ME PECM SONS THERE 
IDTAKlNS MS JEWEL'S AND DOOSH7' 





I THAT 30BSLAB FOX tVAS %MAET— BUT . . 

soswer as i w ftsijfimpaxjo of vco, 

iWlGSiLV uOllSEAGS. 




WDULD^OOBE PROUD OF X OF COOKE V 
«E IF 1 WAS SMABT UtCE^ NOT- VOO'SE 
UNCLE WlSSiU-V?... rtONL> A BUS. 
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meu, US cmuun piggereo that you 

A/OUGHT BE ABLE TO USE A OENUWINE 
CATFISH SAN'mCH! 




LAn'OF LiviN-AH B'LEEYE 
AH MOUOHT JCS' TAKE 
A TEENSTY MOUF'FUL. 




My MY' DE YOUNGER GEN'RATlON /S * 
iEARN/N' PAS'~tVHUT IS VOLT PROPOSITION, 
d.lL NEPHEW SOYs 



STAY YOU HANDf UNCLE ALBERT. 
US Ll'C POLKS GONE GIT YOU TO 
WHUP UP A BARGAIN 'PORE YOU 
DOWN OIV THIS 
SAHWICH' 





SO— US FIGOEREO OAT VOU IS OE ONE 
HTHUT KIN TELL US ALL 'BOUT CHRIST- 
AtAS WIF SANTy CLAUS 'N' G/TTIN' 
PRESENTS W — 




THERE' PLAIN AS 
OE NOSE ON VOLT 

' FACES-SANTy 
^Sx CLAUS OONE 
flJJ KILLED IN A 

■'} FERRYBOAT 
^COLLISION' , 

— DEAR 



SO YOU K/N NATCHERAL SEE -NO , 
CHRISTMAS O/S YEAR-NOSSUH' 




BESIDES IT NEVER SNOW /N FLORIDA- 
DA7S WHUT WE GOT A CHAMBER OE . 
COMMAS EO'....AN' AS FO' REINDEER / 
M^ MY—/T NEVER HAS RAINED ■£. 

DEER ANYWHERES-' HEE, HEE' 
DON'T DAT SLEIGH YOU, 

CHILLUN? YOMF,CHOMR\ 
CRUNCH — MM- MM i 




OH, ME.' SOMETIMES AH WISHES AH WASN'T^ 
SO MEAN AN' MIZZABIE...PO' 111 CHILLUN.' J 
MEBBE PEY 
DESERVE A ~ 
CHRISMuS , 

present: , 



HUMPH.' ALBERT GlTTlN'SOFT' | j 
DEM CHILLUN EACH OOT A *~^\ 

WHOLE DOUQHNUT LA S' CHRlS'MUS'}. 
TH/NGS CAN 
GO ON 
A HO ON 
AND ON' 




COME ALONG, POGO'T 
US GOTTA 017 DESE J 
[^ PRESENTS OUT f 




I DAT GOT All DE EARMARKS 

I of a dirty crack- but 

AH'LL LET IT PASS BY 




At- GUESS AlBERT ISN'T NO FOOL' 

%MOUOHT BE CANDY 

I HERE-YASSUH.' 




tVHUP-.' 

COJCHED: 



HALLO.' 
HALL Of 




' BLESS MA SOUL IF IT' 
ISN'T OE CHURCH MICE ] 
FAMBL Y' 



AH, OOOD MORROW, 
ALBERT' YAS, US IS OE 
CMURCH MICE FAMBLV COUNT 
OE OAT WHUT US IS POOR AS. 





TIMES IS HARD, ALBERT, AN US 
CHURCH MICE IS FACIN ANOTHER 
CHRISTMAS tVIFOUT A CRUMB j. 
OE OffEAD TW/XT OR TWEEN fl 
~™£ FO' OF US' it -3B&t 




SMELL OAT WUNNIFUL SMELL MARIAH? 
OAT IS CHRISTMAS COOKIE SMELL' £^ 
~TMM- 




an' look up deoe. ch/lCum- 
into de mouf of alber7 /s 
d/sappeae/n'a candy cane/ 
a sho' mufp 

CANOy CANE' 




BUT- LET US OO.^U9 /S HAD ALL DS 
CH&ISTAiAS U5 CAN AFFOPD.„7#ANK YOU i 
K/N'LY. ALBERT. FO' DE SMELLS AN' DE 
S/QHT OP A SHO'NUFF CANDY CANE'< 
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MOW AH WILL FIND MA 
HATED ENEMY.UNCLE 
ANTLER MOOSE.AA/D 
ENLIST HIS 

COOPE&A noiv 




[COME ON IN HERS. ANTLER' \ 
US GONE PLAY 5ANTY CLAUS f 
AND HIS REINDEER FO'A / 
BUNCH OF SWAMP QQPHANS.'J 




BLE55 ME, ALBERT, BUT 
IF YOU HADN'T USED TMA 7 ' 
FOGHORN' VOICE OF YOURS/ 
[*— »/ WOULDN'T KNOW YOU.' i 





LONG AS THIS IS FOR 
THE ORPHANS 
I'LL DO IT— 

but you 

GOTTA SHOE 
DOWN THE 
CH1NBLY: 



1 THERE YOU ARE.' THAT'S WHERE 

BUMBAZINE IS GIV/N TH' PARTY 

FOR THE ORPHANS. 



MM 




WELL. IF AH GOTTA SLIDE DOWN THE f* f DON'T ' 
CH/M0LY YOU GOTTA COME UP AN"J PAJANCE SO) 
PRANCE ON OE ROOF-'CAUSE USJ\, GOOO 
GOTTA GIVE THE /DEE ] 
WE IS A GENUkV/NE 

reindeer) 



iV£tL. IF YOU /S 0£ADY Off " -^-^ 

WIL START |Mg7W?#yW 



tUG-' (mCRXV CHRISTMAS.' 
(,1 ■r,gl \M£»/fy CHKISTMA S.' 




MCePY CH01S7MAS CUILOBEH! We'HE A Hf/CY, r/HUTS BOW'J WUY IT'S ALHF0T 






MSetY CH0ISTUAS.'\ 



/SALl THff 

Of r hans At?) 
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PLAV/N' SANTY 
I CIAUS.'AN' All 
. FO' 7HEY OWN 
\SE'FS TOO- 
YOU TWO /S 
\ THE ONLY QEN- 
U/NE ORPHANS 
I IN 7HE SWAMP i 
YOU KNOW 
THAT? -*S 



NEVAH THOUGHT AND 
LIVE TO SEE THE DAY 
WHEN Of ALBERT WOUIQ 
BE SOET-HEARTED/ . 




EfE&YTH/A/G GONE 
BE OKAY-7/U UNCLE 
ALBERT STARTS 
PIA Y/N' WJF OUR NEW 
'LECTRICITY TRAIN 




TOlJ VABCH BiGKT \ BUT J PON I 
CUTTOTHE VAePI CNOVV rlCWTO 
ANP CHOP SOME" VC w p '"CO c ' ; 

woos BETOee I _ 

EAT.' 





5EE VOlJ USE \ ^AVBE >OvJ P N,_ 
LTTrtiSWAV.' / UKETO HEA>C 
THE STOeV OF 
MY LIFE,LAPY 




IT WASMT FES CAT- r P 3E CE 
7D-PAV- INSTEAD OFiWVNO- 
_„ &OOD HALr-BE'JCCc=e- 
■ , (MS BElN'THE 





ILL TmCOvV A. LITTLE PAjzrv I 
this aptecivkon anp invite 
all mv fb1enps; ill em 
•sensatiom of the social. 




VES.MBSPiS. ITS 
i&TRlCTLV FORMAL-; 

I INSIST ON voue 
HUS3AND WEAS- 
IN.NS fl 





NOW TLu SEE IF I CAN SBT T»E . 

<INS TO ~A<E A 3AT- ANP FiJESHEN 
Qp 3==OSE TnE PARTV; HE'S A LITTLE 
CARELESS ABOUT HiS APPEARANCE.' 




A BATV4 ? lad*; WriA"vs r co~E 
TO 9E50iVE Pi& POiSECUTlO&l ? . 



„.. \VEuL, MA-/0S lu-SET) ANP DON'T 
ANOTHER MEAL OUTOF y BE A=?A 15 ' 
.PlS.' / TOJSET-E J 





ID 3STEZ SHT UP OF THESE Olp 

C -S- r ' SS " = '''' ,y W-EXB5 SAW HliV\ 
^5=55EP LKE ATTAW THEY'D 

i"EOSAs:yTH. niche was atjs<»mp.' 




I'LL OCT HIM SOMETHING 

TO PLAV WITH WHILE I'M , 

FIGURING THIS OUT. \ 




OH THAT LITTLE F/END.' 
. CLL SHIN HIM ALIVE." 




..AN MY POOf? GRAY-HEADED OL' 
MOTHER (SNIFF) ILL HEYE0 FOP- 
GET THE NIGHT WHEAT MAW 
ACCIDENTALLY POfH ED POP 
WTO THE 5TQYE AN 5HUT THE 
POO0...HE fllPE WAS A SWEET 
QUY...0UT A 
LITTLE TOUOH- 
(SION) j— 



{MAYBE I HAVE 

,S BEEN A LITTLE 
HARD ON WILL* 
HES PROBABLY 
HUNOBY. r" 




WtLLYfl 

if 




"S 


/0j\V 












\Het.LO.' i wohdep 

it IP YOUO HELP A 
' POO-OR OLD 
- LADYF 





SAY.' IF IT WAS THAT EASY A 
TO GET OM£ 01= THEM, IT < 
SHOULD BE JUST AS EASY J 
TO OET AHOTHEg.i f 





oee 1 now) /an we were }—— 

WE'RE *-*-. DO/NG 50 r^'YOU OUYS 

UNEMPlOYEOj/V/CE FOR < AKE NEVER 

AGAIN? f-CAWH/LE ,/ SAT/SF/ED.' 




' Qf-s-yAH. su 
\p\BEA\e.' 



SUA/A/y ffUA/A/Y/ 
TTI.E 0&OH>Ar 
/'ls£ GOT NEW 
~-^SPR/NQS PUT /A/ MY. 
~ ^LEGSSEEP S 




IV&/A/AfL£S.') <STA /V£>X /a tv-yytv-y*) 
S MA 5HSAS& \_ \ 0C W T ^v, . 
S7-#AWB£&&ESj)\ TH£M?Jt 








{OU-AAA.A.H 1 i ' SUNNY eilNHi! 
1 OU-UQH/-;- WHAT'S THAT A 

7. UGH' <rfkNO/SE'. 

'-; UGHfJ^^m 




/TS A~^~-& (SS-SAME 

, S/jll^m N ro -you, 
, /?uaj £-o/e\ 

ryou& j./ee ) 

' ±s b.'-—-: 



/T SOU A/OSS 

e'GHT 

BEH/AtO . 




THAT'S (* 

~S BUT /'M A/OT / 
( S-STOA^A^/AJG / 
^-v TO S-SEE / 

X WMA T'S ■ \ 

■ ■ .Jf«<VO,' 

Mttjfj 



f weve ^—~lirs M 
Keah/hg/J} i olo\ 




OOOLLf. LOOK AT} SWELL. 

THAT. SB.' ME *^\ BUT 

\ p/0/VT SHIL L A I WHERE 5 

\SHJGIE — '3fiL THAT 

xietrkr/s srA bull 




HUE. HEE! I NEISEf? 

~ saw Afjvaooy so 

SCA0EO/ GUESS 

- /'MA P/PETTf 

V &OOP &005E 

IMITA TOR. 




•^^. ; 



HE'S C-COM//VG :{yUST S-S'T 

YVHA T'LLjMg?- / THERE'S^ 
WE L~3Q ,^S~ . M MO WA Y TO 



CSSAX HEffE S -fl/V 

. //= /T wo/eH-f 

. WE CAN5H007 

>JTH£ MOOSE. 




SOMETM/AJGS 1/ GUESS 

w&o/vg - .^i T/-tE \ 

/7 HSO/VTS* (S&/P//V& 
GO OEfrJ~% (^//VS/OE | 

\GOA/E,t 



Of A Sf»#trtG wit.?) 
MAKE /T Sf/OOr^ 

| VOt/ CA/V T 
SOf/POtV , 
OWE Off 

, M/A/E. ; 





£?£ 



r-tMMMMI IT LOOKS 

Litre Tt-te ff/OM7- 

S/ZE. HT'LL TffY IT. 



THIS IS AWFULLY? DONt\>,(tH, 
OENEROUS si 'MENTION).- ■ LIU _ 
0_F YOU J? : ' IT. SB. A .-'I PE&HAPS 



( THG££ 
IVES, 





l/M^COME..., 



UU-AAAAH.'J 
OU-UOM/, ,. 









i, I/',' SPLAf! ) ice-vow.'*-, 1/ Ml»- 






THERE S 

e-etooc 

A/OSE 



%■'-&• 



"' a- : j - 



?/ws -^ 




/'M ALL 



{mamaaaaa ' ivriv. eddie 

OLUB. ELEPHA.UT- 

BLUR t WHO O/D THAT 

I BLUB.., I ^CT T-o VOO« 

^i — nose? 










IT WAS SLIMIvyl' AlOHStzHSE! 
BUNNY AND > - THAT ISN'T 

L/TTLE ■..-' BLOOD — 

OXOtYfl BEA0-) THA TV SJDA.W- 

sniff. sA/im eee^y juice.' 

they 
almost shot 
My nose 



WHEBE DID VOU : TH£V'8E 
LEASE SUNI^IY AND HID'NCr 
LB. EDDIE ^ 'IV THE '_ 




i.BE CA&EFUL. MA\ISICi} f WITH 

WHA T/t 




THEWS THAT—^. /, 
MOOSE AOAIAI—J tt 





f SUA/A/y aUflJ/VYf A&CAfT\ 
YOU *AS/-/AMEO OF 
yOUffSEL F - 7^1 /r'/A'G 
HE FO/P A AS OLD 

BULL. -^ 

\^MOOSEP\ ^ 

SB 






„ MA/S'E ~l 

TfE/PE WAS ) 

A MQ05F- - 



f/F THE0E WA S, HE WON'T 
0OTHE& you 4/W 

I HOffE... AH0 /F YOU'LL 
8G/HG THOSE 0E&- 
&/ES TO MY HOU5£ 
/'LL MAHE YOU A 





OOA/'T FOG GET X. . f OH-OH?) 

SVA/A/Y BUHHY-f'S 'SCUSE ME, \ 

/ HEED /VV syW#//VKL£S—\ 

SP&/A/G FffOM )CrO FOffGOTTeHA 

YOU& r\\^~-, WE'LL PUT) 

^FOF>-&UA/,.< M l (T &/GHTX 

" 3 AC' 




©H OOES T/-/E 
TJPA WE3E&& 
SHOf? T CA HE 
GO. 



FAST. MA/S/E~^*{ K7'WE EATEh) 
T* > Y* 5 




■voy of Albuquerque. 

"I'll bet you twenty million dollars," said Fanci- 
ful, leading the way to a swampy pool. 

"I'll bet you thirty nine billion dollars!" said Al- 
bert counting quickly on his fingers. 

"Done'" exclaimed the Fox. "Are you ready? — 

Go!" and both sank beneath the surface of 

the water. 

But Fanciful had a trick up his sleeve. He sneok- 
ed from the pool to go looking for Albert's lunch 
basket. Meanwhile, holding his breoth like o hero, 
Albert lay beneath the water counting the money 
he'd win, 

Fonciful soon found Albert's bosket ond switch- 
ed it with his own, believing that Albert would have 
a greot many more and better things in his basket 
Then he jumped back in the pool os Albert was get- 
ting ready to emerge. Albert stuck his heod up, saw 
Fanciful wos under woter and rolled o log off the 
bank. It fell on old Fonciful and pinned him to the 
bottom. 

"That'll hold him for awhile!" chuckled 01' Al- 
bert searching for Fonciful's lunch basket. He, too, 
thought the other basket would contain better 
things than he had packed. Albert soon found the 
Fox's hiding place. But he didn't know that Fanci- 
ful had already switched the baskets so he 
SWITCHED them AGAIN. 

Then Albert plunged back just as Fanciful work- 
ed himself loose ond spluttered to the surface. Al- 
bert rose agoin because he wos getting pretty 
hungry 

"It's a TIE," gosped Fanciful, 'we came up to- 
gether!" 

Albert agreed and both hurried off . . . each tak- 
ing o bosket from his hiding place. Each chuckled 
thinking he had the other's basket. 

After Albert had gone o half mile, he opened his 
OWN basket, still thinking he had the Fox's. 

"Sptooie!" he said as he tasted the first sand- 
wich. 

"Awful!" he exclaimed over the cake . . . the 
lunch was horrible. 

Albert felt pretty bad of giving up his lurfch for 
the miserable contents of Fonciful's bosket, but he 
consoled himself by kicking a hole in the bosket 
believing it belonged to the Fox. 

Meonwhile the Fox sampled the contents of his 
basket and he wosoutragod. Heclimbeda tree and 
arranged the basket so it would fall on Albert's 
heod when the 'Gator came sauntering home. 

"That's all that miserable food is good for," 
grumped the Fox, "I wish I'd had my own lunch. It 
just goes to show you, you can't trust anybody." 
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